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SUAJECT:  Molybdenum Vire (I/L 1658c¢)

The Joint Operating Cormittee met yesterday to review JOC Document No. 121 .

Supplement 1, in which BFC recommended that the interpretive note to molybdenum wire

(I/L I item 1658c) which commits COCOM "to favorably consider, as accidents of def-
inition, proposals to export wire which can be shown to have no strategic applica-
tions" should be revised to read:

"Wire of the followiﬁg specifications is excepted from the above
definition: fully annealed wire, of any length, of a diameter
less than 0.5 mm with an elongation factor not greater than cg.»

5:C also recommended approval of the retreat positions previously set forth in
Lection V, puragraph 2, of JOC Document No. 121. -

Discussion in the cormittee indicated that: (1) the propossl is identical

witn that originally submitted to JOC by BFC in June 1955, except for the addition

5. "iully" preccding "annealed"; (2) it was approved by the BFC interagency technical
task group comprising representation from Defense, State, MDAC, ICA, CIA, 5IC, 3ZLSA
snd daticnal sureau of Standards; (3) from the technical viewpoint the words "fully -
mreslsdt ore necessary because American producers do not uniformly interpret the .
sord Yanncaied"; (ly) the technical task group did not review again the retreat }
~ositions previzusly proposed in June; (5) the proposal would categorize as strategic
some of tne molyodenum wire involved in the Austrian Plansee cases pending licensing
oy Treaciry Department; (6) it is not known how these specifications would relate to
s~ affect license/shipments of molybdernum wire from the Netherlands and Sweden to

the Soviet 3locj and (7) the technical experts are still working on the redefinition
or clarification of tungsten wire, but progress is slow due to the greater complexity
of the tungsten situation.

With respect to U.S. export controls, BFC pointed out that the proposal
rarries little practical significance inasmuch as no export applications for
molyodenum wire for the Bloc have been received or are anticipated., With respect
to COCON controls, it was generally agreed that our objective ‘is to achieve uniform
interpretation and implementation by the cooperating countries in accordance with
‘te U.S. proposed :pecifications. This objective might be accomplished by either
ol *w> courses: (a) submitting the proposal to COCOM for negotiation as a redefini-
tion ard substitute for the present interpretative note to item 1658¢c, or (b) sub-
mitting a document to COCOM for purposes of clarification, explaining that this
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